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Know the Rules

Sitting external exams is
an important time of
your life .

There are a number of 
rules that you should be 
aware of which are set 
by the exam  boards and 
designed to ensure 
fairness.
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Rules in the exam room
·You must be quiet .

·Donõt try to talk to 
anyone.

·Face the front.  Donõt 
look around for help .

·Put up your hand and 
wait for an invigilator 
to come to you.
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Rules in the exam room 

·Someone must be with you 
all the time ðincluding  
escorting you to the toilet.

·You must stay in the exam 
room until the end of the 
exam.

·Do not write on the desks.

·Do not talk until you are 
outside the exam room.
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Items not allowed in the exam 
room
·Mobile phones

· I -pods

·MP3 Players

·Any type of electronic 
communication or storage device  

If  one of these items is found on you:

Å Switched off:  may result in disqualification from 

that component

Å Switched on:  may result in disqualification from 

the entire award
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Other items not allowed in the 
exam room

·But...

·You are allowed to take in 
a small bottle of water 
(without the label)

·And one small packet of 
mints (without the 
wrapper)
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·Non-transparent pencil 
case

·Calculator lid

·Books or other printed 
material

·Bags, rucksacks, etc

·No drinks or sweets



Equipment

You must provide 
all your own 
equipment.

You are not 
allowed to borrow 

from other 

candidates .

You should bring 
your equipment in 
a clear plastic bag 

or transparent 
pencil case

You will need to bring:

Å2 pens (black ink only)

Å2 pencils

ÅRuler

ÅRubber

ÅPencil sharpener

For some exams  you will  need:

ÅCompass

ÅProtractor

ÅCalculator

ÅColoured pencil crayons
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Rules relating to your 
Answer Paper
ÅYou MUST write in BLACK ink.

ÅYou MUST clearly write your NAME, CENTRE NUMBER and 

CANDIDATE NUMBER on the front of each answer paper.

ÅLEARN YOUR CANDIDATE NUMBER ïyou will need to know it for 

every exam!

ÅIf you make a mistake you should cross it out neatly with one 

single strait straight line.

ÅDo NOT use Tipp-Ex or anything similar.

ÅDo NOT use highlighter pens on your ANSWER BOOK or answer 

paper.

i
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New Rules relating to AQA English 
answer papers
·There will be a NEW two-digit numbering 

system.

ÅA new style of answer book with spaces for 
you to write the two-digit question number. 

ÅWrite the two-digit question number 
CAREFULLY so it is clear to the examiner.

ÅIf you make a mistake writing the question 
number, fill in the boxes and write the 
question number in the pink space below

·You are given one book at the start of the 
exam.

·If you run out of space you will be given a 
four-page supplementary answer book
NOT extra sheets. 

1 a

1 b
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How do you use the new 
AQA answer book?
ÅLeave 2 lines between your answers.

ÅIf you want to add more to your answer DO 

NOT try to squeeze it into the two lines or go 

into the margin. Instead you should:

üGo to the end of the last response in the 

answer book.

üWrite again the number of the question you 

want to continue to answer.

üWrite the additional material.
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